
OSWGA RULES CLARIFICATION 

 

 

From:  Co-Chairs of the Rules Committee 
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Date:   May 14, 2013 

 

 

Some of the tournaments we play are of a Best Ball format, for example the Shamble format. In 

this format all players hit their drive, take the best drive, and then each player plays their own 

ball in from there.  The one best score is selected for the team, and that score must have been 

realized by holing out. 

 

In best ball stroke play formats : Rule 31-3 the marker is only required to record for each hole 

the gross score of whichever partner’s score is to count. 

The gross score must be individually identifiable on the scorecard. It is the Committee’s 

responsibility for recording the better ball scores and adding them Rule 33-5. 

 

If a scorecard is handed in, and the individual scores are not identifiable, then the Committee 

shall select the highest score for that hole as the official score.  The Committee shall presume 

that the lower score, which was not identifiable, was obtained by not holing out. 

  

However, the Scoring Committee greatly appreciates help from the players if they could 

record the Best Gross and Net team score in the space provided on the card. The scores being 

used MUST be identifiable. 

 

Helping the Committee can be accomplished in several ways: 

 

 To circle the score(s) to be used 

  

 If a player has not holed out and is using “most likely score” or equitable stroke count for 

a hole, then an “X” with score notation can be used (eg. X7) 

 

 Attention:  The penalty for recording and using a ball, for a tournament score, that was 

not holed out in stroke play is DQ.  

 

In shamble format we do not post scores to GHIN system for handicap purposes.  In a best ball 

stroke play, players play their own ball from tee to green. Then we do post scores to GHIN 

system for handicap purposes. 

 

Thank you! 


